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A Legend.—The following Toba legend shows the important
place the palm has held in the lives of the Batak from remote
antiquity: —
"Si Boeroe Djati, daughter of the chief, was to be married
to Si Radja Iiida-Inda against her will. To escape from the
hated bridegroom she leaped from her window and disappeared .
Into the ground, and from the spot where she sank the sugar
palm sprang up. The wine from the tree is her tears, the black
fibre her hair, and the leaves her ribs. When tapping the tree
the natives often repeat: * Princess, have pity on us and
increase your tears-' The superstition that,still clings around
this ancient tree, and the reverential esteem in which it is held
in Sumatra, are indicated by the fact that, when an altar is set
up for the purpose of propitiating evil spirits by offerings, the
leaf of the sugar-palm is the most conspicuous item in its
construction."*
cultivation in europe.—All the species of the genus Arenga
require a strong heat. Young specimens, it appears, do not
last long when kept free in the drawing-room. Much water,
rich mould and good drainage are absolutely necessary.
illustration : plate LX.—The specimen of the Sugar Palm,
figured on this plate, grows in the Botanic Gardens of Peradeniya.
This palm has usually a much denser o^^wn than appears from
our illustration.
.   The photograph has been kindly supplied by Mr. Macmillan.
2.    Arenga wigfctii Griff, in Calc. Journ. Nat. Hist. V, 475; Palm Brit.
India 167, t. 235, E; Hook. FL Brit. Ind. VI, 422; Braudis Iiid. Trees 648.
names.—Wight's Sago Palm; Dhudasal (Kan.); Alam panei
(Tarn.).
description.—Monoecious. Trunk short, 3-30 feet high, as
thick as a man's thigh, soboliferons, forming dense clumps.
Leaves 20-28 feefc long; the lower naked part of the petiole Is 6-8
feet long; leaflets alternate, crowded, Imear-ensiform, 3-31 feet
long by l^meh-2 inches, white underneath, with 2 large auricles
at the base, the lower of which <1 \ inch*2 inches long) obliquely
overlies the petiole; margins sparingly toothed from the middle
upwards; ap&x narrowed, unequally bi-lobed, erose; the terminal
lobe is narrow-cuneate, 2-3-lobed, base shortly 2-auricled, apex
truncate, lobulose, jagged-dentate.
1 Fealy, N. E« Sugar-ProdoeiBg Patas (New Yorft, 1923), p, 5-

